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Ignite Student Passions with Genius Hour
Do you remember the days when learn-
ing was fun? Memorable? When the final 
bell rang and you didn’t want to leave? 
In the times of standardization, how do 
we find balance between what we have 
to teach and what we want to teach? 
Many of us wonder if we can bring joy 
back into our classrooms. I think we can 
when we implement passion projects.

Passion projects capture the joy of learn-
ing while integrating content areas of 
reading, writing, and oral communica-
tion. Students have the opportunity to 
showcase their creativity and shine from 
their hard work. Passion projects also 
have the power to change the climate 
of our classroom as students learn more 
about each other and their interests.

Almost 70 years ago, the international 
company 3M encouraged their employ-

ees to devote 15 percent of their work 
time to innovative projects that captured 
their interests and passions. More than 
a decade ago, Google did the same with 
their “20% Time.” Both companies valued 
the spirit of innovation and productivity, 
which resulted in the creation of such 
products as Post-it Notes and Gmail. This 
concept of intentional time spent on 
projects of interest has morphed into the 
Genius Hour movement in education.

It’s time to ask our students what they 
can imagine, create, or innovate when 
they dedicate one hour a week to inves-
tigating their passions. While an hour a 
week seems like an impossible sacrifice 
for pacing guides and scheduling con-
straints, creative teachers all across the 
world are finding ways to bring joy back 
into their classrooms.

Finding Joy in the Classroom in Five 
Steps

1. Brainstorm: Before you introduce 
anything to your students, I encourage 
you to brainstorm your own passions. 
Think about things that make you happy 
and explore the “what-ifs” of being an 
educator. Then talk with a colleague 
about how these questions make you 
feel. The more we talk about our pas-
sions, the more excited we become. Try 
not to become inundated with logistical 
worries but instead be empowered by 
the potential of “what if?” 

The excitement. The passion. The joy of 
learning -- that’s what we all want our 
students to feel. Have your students 
complete a similar activity where they 
brainstorm a list of things that make 
them happy. Then encourage them to 
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SMS Student Spotlight
Simons Middle School 8th grader, Gracey 
Cropper won the title of Miss Teen Flem-
ing County Fair this past July.  She will 
compete at the State level on October 
14th in Louisville, KY against approxi-
mately 70 young ladies in her division. 
As part of the competition she will be 
judged on her interview, cocktail wear 
and formal wear. During the fair week 
over the summer, Gracey attended 
nightly and helped with several other 
pageants and events. Most recently, she 
participated in the homecoming parade 
and has been involved in several other 
community service activities represent-
ing her title.  We are very proud of you 
Gracey, and wish you the best of luck in 
your upcoming competition! Continue to 
be #FCSBold!!!

“If you can’t figure out your purpose, 
figure out your passion. For your pas-
sion will lead you right into your pur-
pose.” 

-Bishop T.D. Jakes

MONDAY

Girls Basketball vs Rowan 
County (5:30 PM) - Please check 
to see if you are scheduled to work

HARVEY SHIRTS

We do have a few extra shirts 
available for purchase if you are 
still interested. Contact Mrs. High 
for specific sizes that are available

WEDNESDAY

Vertical Team Meetings 
(4:00-6:00) @ FCHS

Football at Mason County 
(6:00 PM)

THURSDAY

“High Five Rib-eye” staff 
cookout/potluck

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

Nothing of Note

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Cam-
pus. Grade checks take place every Monday morning and 
parents are keeping a close eye on student progress.  
Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make every 
effort to respond to them within 24 hours by either 
email or phone call. 

The School Culture and Resources Committee is spon-
soring a “High Five Rib-eye” cookout/potluck this com-
ing Thursday. Fritz will be cooking rib-eyes. Staff mem-
bers are asked to bring a side dish. There is a sign-up 
sheet for those in the staff lounge. All the food that day 
will be set up in the lounge.

We are EXTREMELY proud of our students, teachers, 
and staff as it relates to the Spring 2017 KPREP Assess-
ment results that were released last week. Our annual 
Cougars of Distinction ceremony is planned for Friday 
October 13th. Last Friday afternoon, letters were mailed 
to the parents of students who will be recognized at 
that ceremony. We will be recognizing 167 students.  
That’s the most we have ever had. With the field trips 

Staff Reminders
that were planned last week, we did not have the opportunity to share 
the results with our students. We will do that on Monday morning at the 
beginning of 3rd period. It will not be a lengthy program, but we will get 
the students into the auditorium to share the good news with them. 

The Patriot’s Pen program is open to students in grades 6-8 (on the October 31 deadline), 
who are enrolled in a public, private or parochial school or home study program in the Unit-
ed States and its territories. This VFW-sponsored youth essay competition gives students 
an opportunity to write essays expressing their views on an annual patriotic theme. The 
national winners will receive at least $500. The first-place national award is currently $5,000 
plus an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C., for the winner and a parent or guardian.
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Mrs. Kim Perkins is the guidance counselor at Simons Middle 
School.  She and her husband Jeff reside in Ewing, along with 
their daughters Jenna and Julie, both of which are currently in 
college.  Mrs. Perkins has 31 years of experience in education, 
with the last 18 at SMS.  She is extremely dedicated to the 
students and staff at Simons Middle School and is always will-
ing to help any way she can.  Mrs. Perkins always does what is 
best for students and works to ensure all students are getting 
the services that they need to be successful.  Our school is 
blessed to have a guidance counselor who puts the needs of 
her students and co-workers above their own!  Thank you, Mrs. 
Perkins, for always offering a helping hand and for doing what 
is best for our kids!
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Fall Break - No School

EXHIBITION NIGHT

Join us for our first ever Exhibition Night. 
Students will share their learning with 
authentic audiences as we provide them 
with an opportunity to share their story, 
reflect on their growth, and engage in real 
dialogue with others about their learning 
and their futures. 

SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

stretch their thinking by identifying 
the areas they want to learn more 
about. Do this activity using sticky 
notes on a “Wonder Wall,” or use tech-
nology with apps such as Padlet.

2. Question: For Passion Projects, stu-
dents will need to narrow their focus 
to one question they want to answer, 
which should drive their research. Add 
their questions to Google Sheets, to 
help kept everything organized and 
easy to access. Doing so also allows 
you to collaboratively add resource 
links and additional information as 
you guide students through the re-
search process.

3. Research:  You will need a good 
classroom-management structure to 
ensure students are staying on task 
and being productive as they work 

through the research and creation 
phase. Consider using a once-a-week 
center rotation to provide support and 
guidance, which will also allow time 
for content integration. One rota-
tion can help students read and take 
notes in a journal, while the second 
rotation can guide students on the 
computer as they create a background 
image for their projects. Think about 
both low-tech and high-tech options 
for research. Some student questions 
can be answered by simply reading a 
library book or pieces of print informa-
tion. Other questions might require 
extensive internet research or even 
interviews.

4. Create:  Once students have com-
pleted their digital backgrounds, have 
them start to think about what they 
will create to share what they have 

learned.  Students can record them-
selves using programs such as Pixie 
or Camtasia.

5. Share:  Sharing is vital to the 
success of a passion project! This is 
where students will showcase their 
projects with an authentic audience 
of classmates, teachers, parents, and 
administrators during Exhibition 
Night. The goal is to reach beyond the 
concrete walls of our school to share 
student projects with our community.

Teachers have a tough, but extremely 
rewarding job. Great teachers inspire 
and make a difference, but great 
classrooms have students inspiring 
each other. Passion-based learning 
gives students the opportunity to 
take ownership of their education and 
kindle their passion for learning.

Continued from page 1

OCT NOV

4


